
  
 

People’s Republic of China granted malaria-free certification by World Health 

Organization in milestone approval for Asia Pacific 

 

SINGAPORE, 30 June 2021- In a key milestone for Asia Pacific, today the People’s Republic of China 
has officially been certified by the World Health Organization (WHO) as malaria-free. The Asia Pacific 
Leaders Malaria Alliance (APLMA), Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network (APMEN) and their partner 
The RBM Partnership welcome China’s achievement and the country’s notable contributions to the fight 
against malaria, while reflecting on the successes and learnings that can support malaria elimination 
across Asia Pacific and globally.  

“China has had a long history of malaria. This milestone is a significant life-saving achievement for our 
country and a testament of the critical role and need for strong healthcare infrastructure, tailored 
innovations and leadership to end malaria”, said Prof Zhou Xiaonong, Director of National Institute of 
Parasitic Diseases (NIPD) at China CDC.  

China has now maintained zero indigenous malaria cases for four consecutive years, down from an 
estimated 30 million cases and 300,000 deaths per year in the 1940s.  China’s success reflects the 
crucial role of multi-sector collaboration across 13 ministries, targeted interventions for rural, high-risk 
and border areas, as well as having the right infrastructure in place. Over ten years ago, the national 
malaria program implemented the strategy “tracking infectious sources through surveillance, and 
response to clear the epidemics” with the 1-3-7 norm, a game changer for malaria surveillance and 
response. The norm sets out clear timelines for diagnosis (1 day), confirmation and risk assessment (3 
days) and action to contain all malaria cases (7 days) to prevent further transmission of malaria. The 
approach has since been adopted and tailored to local settings by several countries in the region.  

“Malaria is a preventable and treatable disease; we have the tools to stop it’s spread and must do so 

as a region and together. China has proved elimination is possible even in the most populous nation. 

Honoring this milestone is particularly important as progress on malaria has been uneven globally and 

in the region.” commented Dr Sarthak Das, CEO of APLMA. “Today, as we celebrate this 

accomplishment, we also acknowledge that each country must take a unique, tailored approach to 

malaria elimination, particularly for their most vulnerable populations where endemicity is often the 

highest.” 

Progress against malaria is one of the biggest public health successes of this century. Over the past 
ten years, countries in the Asia Pacific region have almost halved the number of malaria deaths and 
cases and have continued to make impressive gains towards eliminating malaria by 2030. Among the 
countries in the region that were malaria endemic when the 2030 commitment was signed, China is the 
second country to be certified malaria-free, after Sri Lanka. In order to keep momentum in countries 
that are nearing malaria elimination, APLMA and APMEN are calling for continued urgency, an increase 
in global leadership and resources, to both protect the gains made against malaria over the last two 
decades and further bolster health systems against emergent communicable threats as we strive to 
defeat malaria within Asia Pacific and globally.  

With over two and a half billion people in Asia Pacific still at risk and in some areas, with malaria cases 
rising, it is critical that the elimination gains made in Asia Pacific do not go to waste with threats to 
progress being left unaddressed. Sustaining malaria surveillance as part of the broader health system 
will be critical, in China and other elimination countries, to prevent the reintroduction of malaria and 
keep Asia Pacific malaria-free. APLMA and APMEN stand committed, together and with key 
stakeholders across the region, to make the preventable burden of communicable disease a thing of 
the past.  
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Notes to editors: 

 
About WHO certification 
 
Certification of malaria elimination is the official recognition by WHO of a country’s malaria-free status. 
WHO grants the certification when a country has demonstrated –with rigorous, credible evidence – that 
the chain of indigenous malaria transmission by Anopheles mosquitoes has been interrupted 
nationwide for at least the past three consecutive years.  A country must also demonstrate the capacity 
to prevent the re-establishment of transmission.  
The final decision on awarding a malaria-free certification rests with the WHO Director-General, based 
on a recommendation by the independent Malaria Elimination Certification Panel (MECP). For more on 
WHO’s malaria-free certification process, visit this link. 
 
WHO Virtual forum: “From 30 million cases to zero:  China creates a malaria-free future” 
 
On 2 July, representatives from China’s National Health Commission and frontline health workers will 
join malaria programme managers from other regions, WHO experts and global partners in a virtual 
forum to share reflections and perspectives on China’s malaria elimination journey. Discussions will be 
in English with simultaneous interpretation provided in Chinese, French and Spanish. To register for 
the webinar, visit this link. 
 
About APLMA and APMEN 
 
APLMA is an affiliation of Asia and Pacific heads of government, formed to accelerate progress against 

malaria and to eliminate it in the region by 2030. APLMA was created by the East Asian Summit (EAS) 

leaders in 2013 to further strengthen anti-malaria efforts, both to help protect hard-won national gains 

and, ultimately, to defeat malaria in the region altogether. To guide this work, the Asia Pacific Leaders’ 

Elimination Roadmap sets out the strategic priorities for achieving the 2030 goal. aplma.org 

The Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network (APMEN) is a network of countries and stakeholders, 

committed to eliminate malaria in Asia Pacific by 2030. apmen.org 

Facebook: @MFAP2030  @APMEN2030 Twitter: @APLMA_Malaria @APMEN 

About the RBM Partnership to End Malaria 

The RBM Partnership to End Malaria is the largest global platform for coordinated action against 

malaria. Originally established as Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Partnership in 1998, it mobilizes for action 

and resources and forges consensus among partners. The Partnership is comprised of more than 500 

partners, including malaria endemic countries, their bilateral and multilateral development partners, 

the private sector, nongovernmental and community-based organizations, foundations, and research 

and academic institutions. The RBM Partnership Secretariat is hosted by the United Nations Office for 

Project Services (UNOPS) in Geneva, Switzerland. endmalaria.org  

Facebook: @RBMPartnership Twitter: @endmalaria 
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